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25. — The Greyson Letters : Selections from the Correspondence of 
E. E. H. Greyson, Esq. Edited by Henry Eogers. Boston: 
Gould and Lincoln. 1857. 12mo. pp. 518. 

We have two opinions about the Greyson Letters. If they had 
been portions of an actual correspondence, we should have deemed 
their author among the most agreeable epistolary writers of modern 
times. But if Mr. Eogers had any high philosophic aim in the con- 
struction of these imaginary letters, he has not made it manifest. Some 
portions of the book are simply amusing ; others treat seriously the 
gravest problems in morals, sociology, and religion. The writer's 
humor, though it often compels to laughter, has really nothing mirthful 
about it, but is his mode of expressing disparagement, contempt, scorn, 
and indignation. His best bon-mots remind us of the grim wit which 
flowed from John Foster's pen when he was really angry. Mr. Eogers 
is a keen logician, rather than an able reasoner. His logomachy is 
irresistible ; with many of his conclusions we coincide ; but we can 
hardly conceive of his ability to alter our convictions on any point. 
His reverence for revelation and its highest truths is profound ; but it 
seems to us the reverence of a Jew rather than of a Christian, the 
putting off' of the shoes rather than the opening of the heart, keeping 
ward in the outer court rather than entering behind the rent veil. 
There is thus, on all these themes, alack of tenderness, fervor, pathos, — 
in fine, of the kind of eloquence which helps the reason through the 
affections ; and his whole manner seems to us to be characterized by 
those contradictions in terms, — earnestness unfeigned, but heartless, 
and zeal intense, but cold. 



26. — The Hand-Booh of Household Science. A Popular Account of 
Heat, Light, Air, Aliment, and Cleansing, in their Scientific Princi- 
ples and Domestic Applications. With numerous Illustrative Dia- 
grams. By Edward L. Youmans. New York : D. Appleton 
& Co. 1857. 12mo. pp. 447. 

We are amazed at the amount of scientific matter condensed and 
simplified in this volume. It serves a double purpose, in expounding 
the phenomena of every day's experience, and, wherever there is a 
choice of methods, in suggesting the best modes of doing things. Thus, 
on that theme of universal interest in our climate, the heating of houses, 
and on that still more vital, though shamefully neglected concern, their 
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ventilation, it seems to us that no builder or householder need look 
beyond this book for a full conception of the ends to be sought, and of 
the relative adequacy of the different mechanical contrivances for effect- 
ing them. So, too, as regards food, not only is the digestive process 
thoroughly analyzed, and the elementary constitution and chemical 
action of the various kinds of aliment described ; but there are also 
culinary hints of wonderful number and variety, with lucid explana- 
tions of usually observed and familiar, but seldom understood, processes 
and results in that department of household industry. In fine, this is 
one of those manuals for current reference, which, when we have once 
begun to use them, we are ever after reluctant to have beyond our easy 
reach. 



27. — Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa ; including 
a Sketch of Sixteen Tears' Residence in the Interior of Africa, and 
a Journey from the Gape of Good Hope to Loanda on the West 
Coast ; thence across the Continent, down the River Zambesi, to the 
Eastern Ocean. By David Livingstone, LL. D., D. C. L. With 
Portrait ; Maps by Arrowsmith ; and numerous Illustrations. New 
York : Harper and Brothers. 1858. 8vo. pp. 732. 

This volume has reached us too late for us to say anything of it, 
except that it fully justifies the encomiums of the English press that 
have preceded its republication. We have been waiting only for its 
appearance, and for the completion of Barth's "North and Central 
Africa," to claim from a valued contributor a promised article, com- 
prising a resume of recent researches on the African continent. 



28. — J . Archceologia Americana. Transactions and Collections of the 
American Antiquarian Society. Vol. III. Boston. 1857. 8vo. 
pp. cxxxviii, 378. 

2. Ancient Pemaquid: an Historical Review. Prepared at the Re- 
quest of the Maine Historical Society for its Collections, by J. 
Wingate Thornton. Portland: Brown Thurston. 1857. 8vo. 
pp. 178. 

The new volume issued by the Antiquarian Society has for its first 

document a monograph, by its accomplished librarian, Mr. S. F. Haven, 

on the origin of the Massachusetts Bay Company, with biographical 

notices of its founders. This, published in pamphlet several years 
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